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Business & Partnerships Committee 
 

Thursday, 12 January 2012                         7.30pm 
 

 
Present: 
 
Cllr John  Caller (Chair) 
Cllr John Loughlin (Vice-Chair) 
 
Cllrs: Colin Dennis 

Rob Halpin 
Les Howes 
William Lambert 
Sara Langdale 
Derek Shelbrooke 
Makhan Singh 
Robert 
Iris Smith 
Michael Wenban 
 

Nick Brown Director (Finance & Environment) 
Sarah Kilkie Assistant Director (Communities) 
John Britt Service Manager (Communities) 
Anita Tysoe Service Manager (Customer and Theatre Services) 
Michelle Parfitt Performance & Policy Manager 
Christina Hills Senior Licensing Officer 
Doug Finch Scrutiny Officer 
 
 
 
22. Apologies  
 
Apologies were received from Cllrs Derek Sales and David Turner.  Cllrs Les Howes and 
Michael Wenban attended as their respective substitutes.  Apologies were also received 
from Co-optees Libby Carter and Niamh Christine Joyce.  
 
23. Minutes  
 
The Minutes of the meeting held on 16 November 2011 were signed by the Chair. 
 
24. Declarations of Interest  
 
No declarations of interest were made. 
 
25. Presentation on the work of the Youth Council  
 
Due to the Co-optee’s apologies listed in Minute 22 this presentation will be rescheduled for 
a later date. 
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26. Scrutiny of Partnerships  
 
At the Committee’s meeting on 16 November 2011 it was agreed that “more information on 
the performance against the deliverables of each Partnership was required for the 
Committee to perform its Scrutiny role”. 
 
Additional information on the ten Partnerships that fall within the remit of the Committee had 
been circulated with the agenda for this meeting. 
 
The Committee thanked the officers for their work in pulling all the Partnership performance 
data together which had enabled them to carry out their scrutiny role in accordance with the 
Partnership review process. 
 
It was agreed that Members were confident that the Partnerships were achieving their 
respective objectives and working towards the overall goals of the Council and no further 
action was required. 
 
27. Woodville Halls Concessions  
 
The Service Manager (Customer and Theatre Services) confirmed that no additional 
concessions had been agreed since the last report in October.  Concessions currently total 
£20,120 against a budget of £25,000. 
 
It was agreed that the report be noted. 
 
28. IT Services - Shared Management Arrangement  
 
The Director (Finance & Environment) described the proposed Shared Management 
Arrangement for IT Services with Tonbridge & Malling Borough Council.  The shared 
arrangement would deliver a cost saving of £30,000 per annum as well as a number of 
additional benefits including procurement advantages, staff development and improved 
resilience. 
 
The proposed arrangement would be for two years with an initial review after six months.  
The Director (Finance & Environment) agreed that the outcome of these reviews could be 
reported to the Committee if required. 
 
Staff and unions at both authorities had been consulted and all concerned were very 
supportive of the proposal. 
 
It was agreed that:-  
 

(1) the proposal be supported;   
 

(2) the Lead Member for Business & Partnerships in conjunction with the Leader 
of the Executive approves the progression of the proposal for a shared IT 
Manager in line with resolutions from the Extraordinary Council meeting on 18 
October 2011 and Cabinet on 14 November 2011. 
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29. Review of Taxi Licensing Policy - Draft Policy for Consultation  
 
The existing Statement of Policy for Hackney Carriages and Private Hire Licensing was 
adopted by Council on 12 January 2009 with the undertaking that the policy would be 
reviewed at three yearly intervals. 
 
The major proposed change to the existing policy is the mandatory requirement relating to 
the provision of wheelchair accessible taxis within the Borough. 
 
The Council will be consulting with all relevant agencies and licence holders by advertising in 
local newspapers, the Council’s website and direct mail shots.  The consultation period will 
run from 21 January to 2 March 2012. 
 
All incoming responses will be entered onto a grid and the Senior Licensing Officer will 
conduct an evaluation of each response and the grid and recommendations will be put 
before the Committee at its meeting on 5 April 2012. 
 
The Committee fully supported the Council in its requirement that all new drivers and those 
renewing their licence should undergo an enhanced CRB check. 
 
The Senior Licensing Officer said that she had attended a Gravesham Access Group 
meeting to explain the changes to the Council’s policy and would attend all future meetings.  
 
It was agreed that:- 
 

(1) the draft policy be approved; 
 
(2) officers proceed with the consultation process. 

 
 Close of meeting  
 
The meeting ended at 8.03 pm. 
 
 


